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jh EoitrA0 of a Letter of July 28, 1 675. hy Mr. Lifter from 
York to the FMJher ; contdmng fome Ohfermtio^s ahui 
Damps, together with [ome Rektiom comer m^g odd Worms vo^ 
mitedby Children^ &c. 

SIR, 

I Shall TraDfcribe for you a Letter^ I had very lately from Mr* 
Jeffof \ which is as followeth : 

As'to whatconcerneth Damps ^ I fhall give you a brief ac- 
count of what is generally faid and believed. If you find any 
thing worth a further enquiry, if you pleafe to fend your Que- 
ries, I will endeavour to get the beft information I can. There 
are four forrs common in thefe parts, 

Thefirft is the Ordimry Sort, of which I need not fay much, 
being known every where 5 the external figns of its approach 
are the Candles burning orbicular, and the flames leffening by 
degrees until it quite extinguifli i theinternal^fliormefs of breath. 
I never heard of any great mconvenience,whichany one fuffer'd 
by it, who efcaped fwooning. Thofe thaf fwoon away, and ef- 
capeanabfoluterufFocation,areat their firfl recovery tormented 
with violent Convulfions, the pain whereof, when they begin to 
recover their fenfcs, caufeth them to roar exceedingly. The or- 
dinary remedy is to dig a hole in the earth, and .'ay themonthtir 
bellies, with their mouths in it § if that fail, they tun them fu.l of 
good Ale ; but if that faiLthey conclude them defperare. I have 
known fome, who have been recovered after this manner (w hen 
f.ime of their Companions at the fame lime have died) that told 
me,they found themfelvcs very well within a Hule uhileafcer they 
had recovered their fecfes, and never af er found themfelves the 
worfe for it. 

They call the fecond fort ih^ Feafe-^Uoom Damp ^ becaufe, as 
they fay, it fmellsJike Peafc-bloomi. They tell me, icalwajes 
comes in the Summer time, and thcfe Groves are nor free, \'. hich 
are never troubled with a^y ether fort of Dairps. 1 never 
heard ibztit was mortal, the fcent perhaps freeing them from the 
danger of a furprife : Bt t ty reafon of it, many good Groves 
lie idle at the beft and mof: profi'abk time of the year, when the 
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fubtemneous -waters are at the loweft. They fancy, it proceeds 
from the multitude of Red Trifoii-f orders ^ by them called 
Uonej'fuckUs , which with the Limeftone Meadows in the 
Fake 60 much abound, Sr. W. jetty's duplicate proportion 
4- See this Difcourfe of f might perhaps render this fcenc fenfib.'e 
thjssub;ea, printed by at a great diftance , efpeciaily in a narrovr 

M^irtW', 1674- Cavern^ but fcarcely intolerable, or as they 

find ic, malignant. 

The third is theftrangeftandmoft Pefiilentialof any, if all be 
true which is faid concerning it* Thofe who pretend to have 
feen it (Tor it is viilble) defcribe it thus : In the higheft part of 
the roof of .thofe paffages^ which branch out from the main 
Grove, ^bey often fee a round ching hanging, about the bignefs of 
a Foot-ball, covered with a skm of the thicknefi and colour of a 
Cobx^eb: This, they fay, if by any accident, as thefplmter of 
a Stone, or the like, it be broken, immediately difperfeth it felf^ 
and fufToca^es all the company. Therefore to prevent cafualties, 
as fo jn as they have efpied it, they fay, they have a w^ay, by the 
help of a ftickanda longroapofbreakingitat adiftancc; which 
dene, they purifie the place well by fire before they dare enter it 
again* I dare not avouch the trurh of this ftory in all its circum- 
ftances, becaufe the proof oi it feems impofTible, fince they fay, 
it kills all that are likely to bearwitnefs to all the particulars; 
Neither dare I deny, butfuchaihiogmay have been feen hanging 
on the roof, fince I have heard many affirm it. Perhaps the ge- 
neral Tradition they have amongft them, hath made them afcribe 
al! firangeand furprifing eftefts unto this caufe. They are not 
without a reafon for it, which is not altogether irrational, if the 
ma:ter of fad be true ; for they fay, the fream which arifes from 
their bodies and the candles, afcendsunto the highefl part of the 
Vauit^ and there condenfeth, and in time hath a fi me grows r-^^und 
about it, and at length corrupting becomes peftilential : Thus 
have! heard many of our under-ground Ihi'cfjphers difcourfe. 
The fourth which they alfo call a Damp (although how pro- 
perly, I \\\\\ not now argue) is that vapour, which being touched 
by their Candle prefently takes fire and givinga crack like a Gun 
produceth the like eflfefts, or rather thofe of Lightning. A Fel- 
lo V, they commonly call Dobby Leech^ is at this day a fad exam- 
ple of the force of one of thofe biafls in Hafleberg-hills^ having 
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bis arms and legs broken, and his body ftrangly diftorted' 
Czpt. Wain told me, he fawone of them in a Bloomery near 
Fempn, But I fiiall fay no more of them, becaafe I have 
fjft now fuch an opportunity of informing toy fclf about this 
matter, as I am never like to have again as long as I live. For 
^ilVinger[vpoYth^t\^o\\\\\t%btyorid Chejlerjield ^w'nhln this momh 
ft five weeks , a Cole-pit of Sr. F. Humblccks hath been fired 
fjur times by this vapour, and bath hurt four feveral Men, ! 
will notfend you the particular?, becaufe I intend toftndycu 
them, when I can do it of mine own knowledge; alfo I re- 
ceived a Relation of itfrom thofewho fpoke with fomeof the 
wounded Men. I pray you furnifli me with Quarks upon this 
Subjeft; for it being an accident common to all Countries 
although not very often happening in any one , I fliould be ve- 
ry glad to make the beft improvement I could of my prefent 
opportunity.—— 

* I give you two other Relations , which feem to me 
not common* 

A Girle in Sheffield about eight months old was furprized 
with violent vomiting Fits , which held her for about a week, 
and made her fo weak, that her Parents began todefpairof her 
recovery. They at length fent for Mr. Ffjher , who chanced a- 
mongfl: other things to fay , Worm-vpood vns good for the Sto- 
mach, He going home to fetch things proper on that occafion, 
they in the mean time offered her fome Wonnwood-A!e , which 
file tookfo greedily, that fhe fwallowed down a pint of it. 
Mr. Filhtr at bis return found her vomiting, and (lie vomited 
up in his preffnce three Hexupodes, of this bignefs and fliape^ 
(SeeFig. 2.) all verv aflive and nimble. The Girle in a fhort 
time recovered, and was well. Mr. Fifljer in the afternoon 
brought the Hexafodes to me; we killed one of them with try- 
ing Experiments upon it. I remembring, I had feen fome very 
like them, which devoured the skins of fuch Birds as I kep: 
dried for Mr. Wilioughby^ I gave either of the furviving Bexa^ 
podes the head of alining AtricafeUd , which in about five 
weeks time they eat upj bones, feathers and all, except the ex- 
tremities of the feathers and the beaks. I defiring to fee, what 
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they would turn into, gave them a piece of Larm^ but thar, ii 
fetiiis, agreed iiotfo well with rfiem, for they died within twa 
daies.' 

I have often bece pJE'cd to give an account of thofe Fkmm- 
men^^ which are com'iion'y called FairjCircks ; I have ken 
iPanyof theai, andthofeof two forts, one forti^^rfj of feven 
or eight jardsdianiecer, making a round path fomeihing more 
than a foot broad, with green grafs in the middle; the others 
like them J but or* feveral bigniffes, and encoinpafTed with a 
circuirifcrence of grafs, about (he fame breadth, miKh frejher 
arid greener than that in the middle. But my worthy Friend 
Mr. IValker^ a Man not only eminent for his skill inGe^meirj, 
but in all other Accomplifhinents, gave me full fatlsFaftion fi^om 
his own Experience, h was his chance one day , to walk out 
aiiiOngfc forne Moving gr-afs (in which he had been but a utt'e 
while before,) after a great fbrm of Thunder and Lightning, 
which fetm.ed by the noife and flaflies to have been very near 
hill). He preftn' !y obferved a raimd Circle, of about four or 
5ve yards diameter, the rim whereof was about a foot bread, 
newly burnt bare, as the colour and brittlenefsof the Graf^- 
roots did plainly teflifie. He knew not what to afcribe it onto 
but the Lightning, which, befides the odd caprkks remarkaUe 
in that fire in particular , might without any wonder, like all 
ether Fires, move round , and burn more in the extremities than 
the middle. Afier the Grafs was mowed, the next year it came 
up more frefh and green in the place burnt, than in the middle, 
aod at mowing time was much taller and ranker. Thus far Mr, 
JejiiphnttT I I fBall coly add,, that you will much oblige 
him toafTift him wich fome Qiieries about the fulmimtmg Dsmp 
\smh ^mriu m ^^'^^^- ^^^'"^^t coovenicnt fpeed you can. f 

0.t filrifidytiffpai chid away, with h^pfs, tk,y wil^^iQ t!y r{Cfi%t £n anfwir^' 

As to the vomiting of Arange Worms, I give you a late lo- 
fiance not unlike that in this Letter : 

A Son of Mr. £ , living not far off Ripp$9$ , about nine years 
of age, in the month of Febrmry hH was affiifted witbgtra!: 
painJn his Stomach, and continual Vomitings, A Pom^der was 
given, wherein was a Unall quantity of M^nurim duku. He 
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thereupon vomited up feveral ftrange Worms ^ two of which 
were brought to me at Tork y the one dead, the other alive, and 
whichlived many daies after it came to my hands , and might 
have lived longer, but that J put it into Spirit of Wine, to 
preferve it in its true fliape. Thefe Worms w^ere very Cater- 
pilars with fourteen legs, vii^. fix fmall pointed, the eight 
middle ftumps , and the two hind clafpersj fomething more 
than an inch long, and of the thicknefs of a Ducks-quil! , thin 
haired or rather naked, with brown amuli, and a black head* 
The very fame for kind that I have many times feen on Plants^ 
and no doubt, thefe(as thofe others) would in due time (if the 
place had not hindered) have flbrunk into Chryfalis's^ and 
changed into Moths. As alfo thofe mentioned* by Mr. Jeffo^ 
would have changed to Beetles. 



Sir^ 

Totsrmojl humble Servant. 
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